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The role of the Office of Epidemiology department is to monitor, analyze, and report communicable and 

non-communicable diseases in Hays County.  Epidemiology is a field that looks at many aspects of 

diseases, more specifically:  who is getting the disease, where the disease is occurring, and are there any 

links between active cases. 

 

Epidemiologic information from these investigations is used to detect and monitor trends or changes in 

the population’s health, as well as monitor any disease outbreaks. 

 

There are 88 notifiable conditions in the state of Texas.  Notifiable conditions in Hays County are to be 

reported to our department.  Some of these diseases require notification within a week of a positive 

test, while others require immediate notification.  The list of notifiable conditions can be found here on 

the Department of State Health Services website. 

 

Select one of the following topics to learn more about the diseases we see most often in Hays County 

 

Vaccine Preventable Diseases     Foodborne Illnesses 

    

Respiratory Illnesses     Waterborne Illnesses 

 

mailto:eric.schneider@co.hays.tx.us
mailto:ian.harris@co.hays.tx.us
http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/idcu/investigation/conditions


 

Sexually Transmitted Diseases    Zoonotic Diseases 

 

All conditions/diseases need to be reported in compliance with the given time frame.  Outbreaks or 

unusual occurrences such as exotic diseases or an unusual number of diseases should also be reported, 

even if the disease is not a notifiable condition. 

 

Under the Texas Health and Safety Code and Texas Administrative Code, anyone who has knowledge of 

a suspect or confirmed case of a notifiable condition is required to report the information to the Hays 

County Office of Epidemiology.  Individuals who are required to report include, but are not limited to:  

health care providers, hospitals, laboratories, and schools. 

 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/HS/htm/HS.81.htm
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=25&pt=1&ch=97&rl=2

