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AN ORDER BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF HAYS COUNTY, 

TEXAS CALLING A BOND ELECTION TO BE HELD IN HAYS COUNTY, 

TEXAS; MAKING PROVISION FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE 

ELECTION; MAKING PROVISION FOR THE CONDUCT OF A JOINT 

ELECTION WITH VARIOUS POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS; RESOLVING 

OTHER MATTERS INCIDENT AND RELATED TO SUCH ELECTION 

 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court (the “Commissioners Court”) of HAYS COUNTY, 

TEXAS (the “County”) hereby finds and determines that a special election should be held to 

determine whether the County shall be authorized to issue bonds of the County in the amount and 

for the purposes hereinafter identified (the “Election”); and 

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court has the authority pursuant to Chapter 271, Texas 

election Code to enter into joint election agreements with other political subdivisions also holding 

a general or special election on the same date; and  

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court hereby finds and determines that the actions 

hereinbefore described are in the best interests of the citizens of the County; now, therefore, 

BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF HAYS COUNTY, TEXAS 

THAT: 

SECTION 1:   The Election shall be held in the County of Hays, Texas, on November 8, 

2016 (the “Election Day”), which is a uniform election date and a general election date for state 

and county officers under the Texas Election Code, as amended, and is 78 or more days from the 

date of the adoption of this Election Order (the “Election Order”), within and throughout the 

territory of Hays County at which all resident, qualified electors of the County shall be entitled to 

vote.  At the Election, the following bond propositions shall be presented to the voters at the 

Election: 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 

“Shall the Commissioners Court of Hays County, Texas, be authorized to issue and 

sell general obligation bonds of the County in the amount of $106,400,000.00, for 

the purpose of purchasing by acquisition, constructing, reconstructing, improving, 

and equipping public safety facilities, to wit: a co-located emergency 

communications/911 facility, a law enforcement center, a law enforcement training 

facility, and a county jail facility, including the acquisition or improvement of sites 

for such facilities; bearing interest at a rate or rates not exceeding the maximum 

interest rate (fixed, floating, variable or otherwise) now or hereafter authorized by 

law, as shall be determined within the discretion of said Commissioners Court at 

the time of issuance, and maturing serially or otherwise at such times as may be 

fixed by the Commissioners Court not to exceed 30 years from their date or dates; 

and shall the Commissioners Court of the County be authorized to levy and pledge 

and cause to be assessed and collected, an annual ad valorem tax upon all taxable 

property within the County sufficient to pay the annual interest on said bonds and 

to provide a sinking fund to pay said bonds at maturity?” 
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PROPOSITION NO. 2 

 

“Shall the Commissioners Court of Hays County, Texas, be authorized to issue and 

sell general obligation bonds of the County in the amount of $131,400,000.00 

(which amount of bonds does not exceed one-fourth of the assessed valuation of 

the real property in the County) for the purpose of the construction, acquisition by 

purchase, maintenance, and operation of macadamized, graveled, or paved roads or 

turnpikes, or in aid thereof, being, generally (but not by way of limitation), 

constructing, designing, improving, extending, expanding, upgrading and/or 

developing County roads, County road connectors, and/or State highways, 

including right-of-way acquisition, utility relocation, drainage improvements, 

environmental mitigation and conservation, pedestrian walkways and bicycle 

transportation improvements relating to these road improvements, low water 

crossing improvements, traffic safety, other safety, and operational improvements, 

and other road transportation related improvements (improvement to county roads 

or county road connectors, specifically to include, but not limited to, widening of 

sections of Dacy Lane, Right of Way preservation on the Buda Truck Bypass, 

reconstruction and safety improvements to Old Bastrop Highway from Centerpoint 

Road to Rattler Road, safety improvements and Right of Way preservation to 

Centerpoint Road from Hunter Road to IH-35, safety improvements and Right of 

Way preservation to McCarty Lane from Hunter Road to IH-35, improvement and 

Right of Way preservation to sections of Hillside Terrace, safety and drainage 

improvements to sections of Lime Kiln Road, safety improvements to Winters Mill 

Parkway at the intersections of FM3237 and RM12, safety improvements to Fischer 

Store Road at RM2325, widening and turn lanes to Darden Hill Road, 

improvements to state roads and highways, specifically to include, but not limited 

to improvement of FM2001 from SH21 to White Wing Trail, mobility 

improvements to FM150 (Center Street) related to relocation of the Union Pacific 

switching line, realignment of FM150 from IH-35 (at Yarrington Road) to current 

FM150 at Arroyo Ranch Road, construction of turn lanes, Right of Way 

preservation, intersection improvements and/or safety improvements to sections of 

SH21, SH80, FM110, FM621, FM967, FM3237 and US290 (including the 

intersections of Holder Lane, Martin Road, Trautwein Road, and Henly Loop), 

drainage and low water crossing improvements associated with county road system 

roadways, environmental mitigation and conservation in aid of roads, pedestrian 

walkway and bicycle transportation related to roads, but not to include 

improvement of the following roadways except for shoulder improvements, turn 

lanes, environmental mitigation and conservation, pedestrian walkways and bicycle 

transportation improvements: FM150 from Arroyo Ranch Road to RM12, RM12 

from Old Ranch Road 12 to FM150, FM3237 from RM12 to FM150, FM2325 from 

RM12 to the county line, and RM32 from RM12 to the county line), such bonds to 

mature serially or otherwise at such times as may be fixed by said Commissioners 

Court not to exceed 30 years from their date or dates; and any issue or series of 

such bonds to bear interest at such rate or rates (fixed, floating, variable or 

otherwise) as may be determined within the discretion of the Commissioners Court, 
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provided that such rate of interest shall not exceed the maximum rate per annum 

authorized by law at the time of the issuance of any issue or series of said bonds; 

and shall the Commissioners Court of the County be authorized to levy and pledge, 

and cause to be assessed and collected, annual ad valorem taxes on all taxable 

property in the County sufficient to pay the annual interest on said bonds and 

provide a sinking fund to pay said bonds at maturity?” 

 

SECTION 2:   The ballots conform to the requirements of the Election Code and shall have 

written or printed thereon the following: 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 

 

[    ] For 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[    ] Against 

 “THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$106,400,000.00 TO PAY FOR CONSTRUCTING, 

RECONSTRUCTING, IMPROVING, AND EQUIPPING 

PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITIES, BEING A CO-LOCATED 

EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS/911 FACILITY, A 

LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER, A LAW 

ENFORCEMENT TRAINING FACILITY, AND A 

COUNTY JAIL FACILITY; AND THE LEVYING OF A 

TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF” 
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PROPOSITION NO. 2 

 

[    ] For 

 

 

 

 

[    ] Against 

 “THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$131,400,000.00 TO PAY FOR CONSTRUCTING AND 

IMPROVING SECTIONS OF COUNTY ROADS AND/OR 

STATE HIGHWAYS, DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS, 

ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION AND 

CONSERVATION, PEDESTRIAN WALKWAYS AND 

BICYCLE TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENTS 

RELATING TO THESE ROADS AND HIGHWAYS, LOW 

WATER CROSSING IMPROVEMENTS, TRAFFIC 

SAFETY AND OPERATIONAL IMPROVEMENTS, AND 

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, SPECIFICALLY TO 

INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE 

IMPROVEMENT OF DACY LANE, BUDA TRUCK 

BYPASS, OLD BASTROP HIGHWAY, CENTERPOINT 

ROAD, MCCARTY LANE, HILLSIDE TERRACE, LIME 

KILN ROAD, WINTERS MILL PARKWAY, FISCHER 

STORE ROAD AT FM2325, DARDEN HILL ROAD, 

FM2001, CENTER STREET MOBILITY 

IMPROVEMENTS RELATED TO UNION PACIFIC 

SWITCHING LINE, FM150, SH21, SH80, FM110, FM621, 

FM967, FM3237, US290 (INCLUDING THE 

INTERSECTIONS OF HOLDER LANE, MARTIN ROAD, 

TRAUTWEIN ROAD AND HENLY LOOP); AND THE 

LEVYING OF A TAX IN PAYMENT THEREOF” 

 

SECTION 3:   The County election precincts hereby established for the purpose of holding 

the Election and the polling places hereby designated for holding the Election in the County 

election precincts are identified in Exhibit A to this Election Order, and this exhibit is incorporated 

by reference for all purposes. The Commissioners Court shall appoint the Presiding Judges, 

Alternate Presiding Judges, Election Clerks, and all other election officials for this Election, 

together with any other necessary changes to election precincts and procedures and can correct, 

modify, or change the Exhibits to this Election Order based upon the final locations and times 

agreed upon by the County. 

The Presiding Judge shall appoint not less than two (2) qualified voters of the County to 

act as clerks in order to properly conduct the Election. To the extent required by the Texas Election 

Code, as amended, or other applicable law, the appointment of these clerks must include a person 

fluent in the Spanish language to serve as a clerk to render oral aid in the Spanish language to any 

voter desiring such aid at the polls on election day. If the Presiding Judge appointed actually serves, 

the Alternate Presiding Judge shall serve as one of the clerks. In the absence of the Presiding Judge, 

the Alternate Presiding Judge shall perform the duties of the Presiding Judge of the election 

precinct.  

 

On Election Day, the polls shall be open from 7:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
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SECTION 4:   The main early voting location is designated in Exhibit B to this Election 

Order, and this exhibit is incorporated by reference for all purposes.  The individual named as the 

Early Voting Clerk as designated in Exhibit B is hereby appointed as the Early Voting Clerk to 

conduct such early voting in the Election.  The Early Voting Clerk shall appoint the Deputy Early 

Voting Clerks.  This office or place shall remain open to permit early voting on the days ·and at 

the times as stated in Exhibit B.  Early voting shall commence as provided on Exhibit B and 

continue through the date set forth on Exhibit B, all as provided by the provisions of the Texas 

Election Code, as amended.  

Additionally, permanent and temporary branch offices for early voting by personal 

appearance may be established and maintained in accordance with the Texas Election Code, as 

amended.  The locations, dates, clerks, and hours of operation for early voting at these permanent 

and temporary branch offices are identified in Exhibit B.  

An Early Voting Ballot Board is hereby established for the purpose of processing early 

voting results. The Hays County Elections Administrator will appoint the Presiding Judge of the 

Early Voting Ballot Board.  The Presiding Judge shall appoint not less than two (2) resident 

qualified voters of the County to serve as members of the Early Voting Ballot Board. 

SECTION 5:   Electronic optical scan voting devices may be used in conducting the 

election.  The Hays County Elections Administrator may also utilize a central counting station as 

provided by Section 127.000 et seq., as amended, Texas Election Code.  Any central counting 

station presiding judge and the alternate presiding judge shall be appointed in accordance with the 

Texas Election Code. The Hays County Elections Administrator is currently using election systems 

and software certified by the Texas Secretary of State. 

Section 61.012, Texas Election Code, requires that at least one accessible voting station 

must be provided in each polling place used in a Texas election. Such system must comply with 

state and federal laws setting the requirements for voting systems that (i) fully comply with 

applicable laws relating to accessible voting systems which make voting accessible for disabled 

voters; and (ii) provide a practical and effective means for voters with physical disabilities to cast 

a secret ballot. The Office of the Texas Secretary of State has certified that the DRE - Hart 

InterCivic is an accessible voting system that may legally be used in Texas elections. The Hays 

County Elections Administrator shall provide at least one the DRE - Hart InterCivic in each polling 

place used to conduct any election. 

Lastly, the County will publish notice and conduct testing on the automatic tabulation 

equipment relating to the Station and conduct instruction for the officials and clerks for the Station 

in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Election Code, as amended.  

SECTION 6: All resident, qualified voters of the County shall be permitted to vote at the 

Election, and, on the Election Day, such voters shall vote at the designated polling places. The 

Election shall be held and conducted in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Election Code, 

as amended, except as modified by the provisions of the Texas Government Code, as amended, 

and as may be required by law.  To the extent required by law, all election materials and 

proceedings shall be printed in both English and Spanish. 
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SECTION 7:   A substantial copy of this Election Order shall serve as a proper notice of 

the Election.  This notice, including a Spanish translation thereof, shall be published on the same 

day in each of two (2) successive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the County, the 

first of these publications to appear in such newspaper not more than thirty (30) days, and not less 

than fourteen (14) full days prior to Election Day. 

Notice of the Election shall also be given by posting a substantial copy of this Election 

Order, in both English and Spanish, (i) on Election Day and during early voting by personal 

appearance, in a prominent location at each polling place and (ii) not later than the twenty-first 

(21st) day before the Election, on the bulletin board used for posting notices of meetings of the 

Commissioners Court and in three (3) public places within the boundaries of the County.  In 

addition, this Election Order, together with the notice of Election and the contents of the 

proposition, shall be posted on the County’s website, in both English and Spanish, during the 

twenty-one (21) days before the Election. 

 

The County Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause notices of election to be posted 

and published as hereinabove described. 

SECTION 8:   Pursuant to Section 3.009, Texas Election Code:  (i) the proposition 

language that will appear on the ballot is set forth in Section 2 of this Election Order, (ii) the 

purposes for which the bonds are to be authorized are set forth in Section 1 of this Election Order, 

(iii) the principal amount of bonds to be authorized is set forth in Section 1 of this Election Order, 

(iv) if the issuance of public safety facility bonds is authorized by voters, taxes sufficient, within 

the limits prescribed by law, and if the issuance of road bonds is authorized by the voters, taxes 

sufficient, without limit as to rate or amount, to pay the annual principal of and interest on the 

bonds and the costs of any credit agreements may be imposed, as set forth in Section 1 of this 

Election Order, (v) bonds authorized pursuant to this Election Order may be issued to mature over 

not to exceed 30 years from their date of issuance and bearing interest at the rate or rates (not to 

exceed 15%), as authorized by law and determined by the Court, (vi) as of the beginning of the 

County’s current fiscal year, the aggregate amount of outstanding principal of the County’s debt 

obligations was $313,635,000.00, and the aggregate amount of outstanding interest on the 

County’s debt obligations was $145,855,233.95, and (vii) the County’s ad valorem debt service 

tax rate as of the date of adoption of this Election Order is $0.1246 per $100 of taxable property.   

Based upon market conditions as of the date of this ordinance, the maximum net effective 

interest rate for any series of the bonds issued accordance with the Proposition No. 1 and the 

Proposition No. 2 submitted herein is estimated to be 4.75%.  Such estimated maximum interest 

rate is provided as a matter of information, but is not a limitation on the interest rate at which the 

bonds, or any series thereof, may be sold.  In addition, the estimate contained in this paragraph is 

(i) based on certain assumptions (including assumptions concerning prevailing market and 

economic conditions at the time(s) of issuance of the bonds), (ii) subject to change to the extent 

that actual facts, circumstances and conditions prevailing at the time that the bonds are issued 

differ from such assumptions and projections, (iii) provided solely in satisfaction of the 

requirements of Section 3.009, Texas Election Code, and for no other purpose, without any 

assurance that such projections will be realized, and (iv) not intended to give rise to a contract with 

voters or limit the authority of the Commissioners Court to issue bonds in accordance with the 

Proposition No. 1 and the Proposition No. 2 submitted herein. 
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SECTION 9:   The Commissioners Court authorizes the County Judge, or the designee 

thereof, to negotiate and enter into a joint election agreement or agreements with other political 

subdivisions located within the County in accordance with the provisions of the Texas Election 

Code, as amended, and to make such technical modifications to this Order that are necessary for 

compliance with applicable Texas or federal law or to carry out the intent of the Commissioners 

Court is evidenced herein. 

SECTION 10:   The recitals contained in the preamble hereof are hereby found to be true, 

and such recitals are hereby made a part of this Election Order for all purposes and are adopted as 

a part of the judgment and findings of the Commissioners Court. 

SECTION 11:   All orders and resolutions, or parts thereof, which are in conflict or 

inconsistent with any provision of this Election Order are hereby repealed to the extent of such 

conflict, and the provisions of this Election Order shall be and remain controlling as to the matters 

ordained herein.  

SECTION 12:   This Election Order shall be construed and enforced in accordance with 

the laws of the State of Texas and the United States of America. 

SECTION 13:   If any provision of this Election Order or the application thereof to any 

person or circumstance shall be held to be invalid, the remainder of this Election Order and the 

application of such provision to other persons and circumstances shall nevertheless be valid, and 

the Commissioners Court hereby declares that this Election Order would have been enacted 

without such invalid provision. 

SECTION 14:   It is officially found, determined, and declared that the meeting at which 

this Election Order is adopted was open to the public and public notice of the time, place, and 

subject matter of the public business to be considered at such meeting, including this Election 

Order, was given, all as required by Chapter 551, as amended, Texas Government Code. · 

SECTION 15:   This Election Order shall be in force and effect from and after the date of 

its adoption, and it is so ordered.  

[The remainder of this page intentionally left blank].
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PASSED AND APPROVED, this the 16th day of August, 2016. 

 

 

COUNTY OF HAYS, TEXAS 

 /s/Judge Bert Cobb, M.D.  

Hays County Judge 

ATTEST: 

 

 /s/ Liz Q. Gonzalez      

County Clerk and Ex-Officio Clerk 

Of the Commissioners Court of 

Hays County, Texas 

 

 

 

 

(SEAL OF COMMISSIONERS COURT) 



 

  

EXHIBIT A 

 

ELECTION PRECINCT AND ELECTION DAY POLLING LOCATION 

 

(AS ATTACHED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE) 
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EXHIBIT B 

 
MAIN, PERMANENT BRANCH, AND TEMPORARY BRANCH 

POLLING PLACES, DATES AND TIMES 

 

(AS ATTACHED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES) 

 

  



 

 B-2 
HOU:3717193.1 

 



 

 B-3 
HOU:3717193.1 

 



 

 B-4 
HOU:3717193.1 

 


